HARROW

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
a % E bR AR

SHANGHAI Lifg

British Schools Overseas (BSO) Inspection Results
April 2024

FEEIMER (BSO) MELER
2024 £ 4 A

“Pupils have a deep sense of belonging”
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Harrow Shanghai has just become one of the very first schools in Mainland China to be inspected by
the British Independent Schools Inspectorate and to be awarded “BSO” (British Schools Overseas)
status. This is the most rigorous of the international school accreditation systems, and we are delighted
to let you know that Harrow Shanghai has passed with flying colours.
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The inspection team was led by one of the UK’s most experienced inspectors, and it included two
experienced international Heads who were also very experienced inspectors. They were impressed by
the school and agreed with our self-evaluation, actually rating us higher than we did. They placed us at
or near the top of the scale in all categories.
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Academic Performance

Fll 5t

They noted that 71% of A Level results were A* or A (over 70% of A Level results have actually been
A* or A for the last three years), in comparison with the average of 36% in England. IGCSE scores
“were similarly strong”. Our data shows that pupils make good progress from their starting points, and
that performance was strong across the school. “This is notable”, they said, “given that most pupils are
bilingual.
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“Progress is rapid for children in the early years as they find their confidence in a stimulating learning
environment. Pupils in Pre-Prep successfully build on this strong foundation as shown in the quality of
both their literacy and numeracy development.”
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Academic performance is sustained throughout the school, as a result of which “by the time pupils leave
the school, they are well equipped academically to transfer to a range of universities across the world,
some of which have highly competitive entry criteria.” This is a BSO way of acknowledging that our
pupils are ready for the world’s top universities.
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The team also noted the breadth of our curriculum: “pupils develop their knowledge, skills and
understanding to a good level. This is enabled through access to a broad curriculum which is supported
by an extensive range of ECAs. Through the extra-curricular programme, in which all pupils participate,
leaders successfully develop and strengthen their skills and knowledge.”
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And the team also noted the strength of our pupils’ communication skills: “they articulate their thoughts
and ideas well... pupils of all ages use subject-specific language which enables complex thought, and
thus they have access to the highest range of marks in examinations.” Indeed: “this confidence means
that pupils develop interesting and profound ideas of their own”
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In other areas of the curriculum, pupils are “well-versed and skilful” with ICT and “leaders successfully
ensure they know how to use technology to be ‘creators and not just users’. This is seen in the wide
range of creative projects produced by pupils, for example when pupils created an instructional film
about the Swedish language using deep fake methods in Year 7”. In Art, “older pupils use aspects of
digital photography and image manipulation with dexterity to develop and adjust concepts. They
skilfully apply learning from other artists to create their own work and confidently describe why they
are doing what they are doing and what is next in terms of ICT skill development.”
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Attitudes to Learning
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We are delighted that the inspectors recognized one of the real strengths of our school. “Pupils are proud
of their achievements and celebrate those of their peers. Achievements span a range of areas, including
robotics, short story, science, writing and debate competitions, as well as a wide variety of sporting,
music and drama activities.” There is a “strong culture of participation and achievement evident
throughout the school.”
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“Pupils develop highly positive attitudes to learning. In the early years, children have a decidedly
positive attitude towards their learning. .. this is built on as the pupils move through the pre-prep. Senior
pupils demonstrated thoughtful attitudes in preparation for a writing task based on their wishes for
themselves in the future, showing independence and a genuine willingness to perform the task with
authenticity and effort.”
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Personal Development
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The inspectors were very impressed indeed!
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“The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent.”
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“Pupils develop their self-confidence as they move through the school. The youngest children are
encouraged to feel positive about themselves through constant support and encouragement from staff
in the Nursery and Reception classes.”
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“The curriculum is planned so pupils reflect on and aspire to complete their own learning journey in
the light of the Harrow values of which they speak with pride.”
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“Pupils feel optimistic about who they are today and about their futures.”
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Pupils decision-making skills — a key area of focus for us — is remarked upon many times by the
inspectors: “pupils develop strong decision-making skills as they move through the school. They are
encouraged to think things through, enabled by focused support and guidance from school leader.”
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They were also impressed by our pupils’ sense of the deeper things that really matter in life. “They
appreciate the non-material aspects of life, such as the beauty of nature in an entomology and diversity
ECA and through the quality of solo and joint music-making... the excellent school systems support
this holistic approach through aspects such as pupils’ exploration and understanding of their identities
in Harrow Free Thinking Week across the school, with the theme being ‘identity’ in the school’s
bicultural context.” What’s more: “our oldest pupils... were able to work at a philosophical and highly
reflective level lifting their view beyond the literal to explore emotion and what it is to be a human
being in a mega city.”
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Care is a strength: “pupils feel cared for by staff.” And there is a moral compass here too: “pupils were
able to determine that, by studying topics in depth, they could strengthen their own understanding of
the ethics surrounding morality.” This is also reflected in pupils’ behaviour: they have “excellent moral
understanding and acceptance of responsibility.”
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Sense of Community
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We know our pupils feel like they belong.
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“Pupils have a deep sense of belonging”
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“Pupils show a well-refined sense of social responsibility. They develop a strong understanding of the
importance of social cohesion in a well-functioning society.”
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“Pupils of all ages enjoy each other’s company, and value and enjoy the many opportunities to work
with one another in social situations.”
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“Pupils’ understanding and respect for other cultures is excellent.”
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“Pupils feel a strong alignment with the leaders’ values of humility, fellowship, courage and honour.”
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It’s great to have such a ringing endorsement from the ISI team, and to celebrate our status as one of
China’s first BSO schools.
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